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J STREET APPOINTS POLITICAL DIRECTOR
National political insider and Jewish community leader Daniel Kohl joins 

J Street as the organization continues to grow
WASHINGTON—J Street announced today the appointment of Daniel Kohl—a veteran insider, former political candidate and a member of the Obama campaign’s National Finance Committee—to be the Political Director of the political arm of the pro-Israel, pro-peace movement.

In the newly created position, Kohl’s focus will be two-pronged. Kohl’s first task will be to broaden and deepen J Street’s nationwide network of major donors and activists into a political action network that will drive J Street’s lobbying and advocacy operation. Second, in coordination with Joel Rubin, J Street’s Director of Government Affairs, Kohl will lay the groundwork for JStreetPAC’s work in the 2010 election cycle.  In 2008, the PAC kicked off its first cycle by contributing more money to candidates than any other pro-Israel political action committee. 

“Dan Kohl is the perfect symbol of the J Street movement,” said Jeremy Ben-Ami, J Street’s Executive Director. “He brings a lifetime commitment to the Jewish community, passion for Israel, and a keen understanding of politics. Most important, he has come to see that at this time the United States can best help its ally Israel by actively leading an effort to achieve peace and security between Israel and its neighbors.”

Kohl, the nephew of Wisconsin’s senior Senator Herb Kohl, comes to J Street from the SEED Foundation, a project to launch public college-prep boarding schools for at-risk students. As SEED’s Wisconsin Director for New Schools Development, he led the effort to establish a school in the Milwaukee area, building support for the project across the state and working with private donors and public officials to secure the necessary funding.   Kohl left the SEED Foundation in 2008 to run for a seat in the Wisconsin State Assembly.  Prior to entering the non-profit world and working for SEED, Kohl spent 14 years with the NBA’s Milwaukee Bucks in a number of management capacities, most recently as Assistant General Manager.

Beyond his professional accomplishments, Kohl has a long and distinguished history of political involvement and personal leadership in the Jewish community.  Before leading Barack Obama’s fundraising efforts in Wisconsin, Kohl served on Wisconsin Governor Jim Doyle’s state finance committee.  In the Jewish community, he sits on the American Jewish Committee’s national Board of Governors, is the current Board President of the Milwaukee Jewish Day School, and is a past Executive Committee member of the Milwaukee Jewish Federation. 

“For me, all the pieces came together in this position—the political work, the Jewish community connection and the opportunity to contribute to building a peaceful and secure Israel,” said Kohl. “This is a tremendous opportunity to combine my professional skills with my lifelong passions, and I’m excited to be part of J Street’s continued momentum and growth.”

Kohl, who begins work on April 27th, will join J Street’s current staff of eleven, which is expected to continue to grow in the coming months.  This planned expansion follows J Street’s announcement last week that it will launch a campus outreach program in the fall. The new charitable arm, which will sponsor campus organizing and other educational programming, will join the J Street family of organizations, which already includes the 501(c)(4) lobby and the legally independent political action committee.  J Street’s operating budget across all three entities this year will double to $3 million.
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