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POSITION DESCRIPTION

Position Title: 
New York Regional Political Director  
Reports to:      
V.P., Political Affairs
Start Date:
Immediately
Organization 
J Street is the political arm of the pro-Israel, pro-peace movement. J Street’s mission is to change the trajectory of American politics when it comes to Israel and the Middle East and to open up greater debate and discussion in the American Jewish community on what it means to be pro-Israel. 

J Street believes that Israel’s most vital security interest is to reach a negotiated two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  This is not only a necessity for securing Israel’s future as a democratic, Jewish homeland but also vital to America’s national security interests with respect to the broader Middle East.  We seek to base American policy in the Middle East on resolving conflicts through diplomacy and achieving lasting security for Israel and the United States through a formal peace deal.  

J Street is rooted in the American Jewish community but brings together Americans of all faiths who believe that U.S., Israeli, Palestinian and global interests are best served by a comprehensive resolution to the region’s conflicts achieved by assertive U.S. diplomacy.
The J Street family of organizations includes J Street – a 501(c)(4) non-profit which is responsible for lobbying and advocacy; JStreetPAC – a legally independent and unconnected federal political action committee that endorses and raises money for federal candidates; and the J Street Education Fund – a 501(c)(3) non-profit which runs education programs on campuses, speakers tours, trips to Israel, and the J Street Local national field operation with staff, activists, and chapters across the country.  
The New York Regional Political Director will be part of an exciting, fast-growing nonprofit organization that has a budget of $4.3 million and a staff of nearly 40. Continued growth is anticipated in 2010 and beyond.

Position
The New York Regional Political Director (RPD) will oversee J Street’s fundraising, political and PAC-related work in the New York Metropolitan area.  A major component of the RPD’s job will be recruiting individuals to all levels of our national leadership including our PAC Finance Committee and the J-NET, a national network of engaged J Street supporters who make J Street’s agenda a priority in their own political work and giving.  The RPD will work closely with our lay political leadership by overseeing a political/finance committee which will meet with candidates for federal office and participate in endorsement interviews on behalf of JStreetPAC.  The RPD will work to advance JStreetPAC’s ambitious fundraising goals for the 2010 election cycle by identifying and recruiting major political donors who agree to support candidates endorsed by JStreetPAC and by organizing major PAC fundraising events planned for later this year and beyond.   
Responsibilities
The New York Regional Political Director will have duties working for both J Street (the c4 lobby) and the legally-independent JStreetPAC and be responsible for overseeing all of J Street’s fundraising and political efforts in the New York Metropolitan Region by:
· Working closely with our core group of political leaders and major J Street donors 

· Recruiting politically-active individuals/donors to join our J-NET, PAC Finance Committee and the newly-created National Leadership Committee. 
· Overseeing regular prospecting trips to NYC and the region by J Street’s senior staff

· Overseeing the regional political work and regularly interacting with all Finance Committee and J-NET members throughout the New York Metropolitan region
· Forming and staffing a political/finance committee in New York City, working with lay leaders to evaluate regional political dynamics, arrange introductory meetings with congressional members and candidates, and advance our PAC fundraising goals for J Street-endorsed candidates in New York, New Jersey, and Southern Connecticut 

· Developing an outreach plan for the regional Congressional delegations and establishing a network of points of contact with those elected officials
· Lobbying and advocating as necessary to advance J Street’s legislative priorities

· Coordinating a major PAC fundraising event planned for late 2010 in New York City
· Attending Jewish communal events and speaking periodically on J Street’s behalf
Specific aspects of the New York Regional Political Director’s job will include:
Fundraising – the RPD will solicit political donations and operating support from new and existing donors.  He/she will also be responsible for maintaining regular contact with all J-NET and National Finance Committee members in the region and keeping them informed and engaged in J Street’s work.
Recruitment – the RPD will work with DC staff and J Street’s existing lay leadership to add additional members and donors to the J-NET and PAC Finance Committee.    
Political – the RPD will communicate with lay leaders to ensure that J-NET members are properly informed and provided with talking points regarding J Street’s legislative priorities and also to ensure that J Street has up-to-date information on candidates likely to run for federal office and under consideration for PAC endorsement.

Desired Skills and Characteristics
The ideal candidate will live in New York City, have extensive lay/professional experience working in the organized Jewish and political communities, and possess the following attributes:

· Highly organized, resourceful, and able to prioritize multiple tasks and work independently;

· Personally engaging and eager to work with lay leaders and staff;

· Experience working with sophisticated political donors;

· Strong written and verbal skills; 

· Event planning experience; and
· A strong commitment to J Street’s pro-Israel/pro-peace mission and a solid knowledge of the Arab-Israel and Israeli-Palestinian conflicts;

Compensation and Hours
Compensation for this full-time position includes health and other benefits and will be competitive based on not-for-profit industry standards, qualifications and experience. 
To Apply
Please submit by e-mail: 1) cover letter that explains why you are interested and qualified; 2) resume; and 3) list of three references to resumes@jstreet.org and indicate “New York Regional Political Director” in the subject line.  

J Street is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

